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more open my lips to you about it. Five of our Vil-
lages meet to-morrow, to settle the plan we have of
uniting and making only one of them. We have
reason to take this resolution, since, if we are at peace
this year, we are certain next Spring to have the ene-
my on our hands. We are only too well informed
about them; in the position in which [168] we are
now, we should be in trouble, at least for our wives
and our children, if necessity should compel us to
take arms; whereas if we are in one good Village,
well protected by stakes, our youth will have occa-
sion to show their courage, and we will place our
wives and children in safety. On this account the
whole Country turns its eyes upon you; we shall es-
teem ourselves quite beyond fear, if we have you
with us; you have firearms, the mere report of which
is capable of inspiring dread in the enemy, and put-
ting him to flight.

‘“ Moreover, these are also your own interests; see
in what trouble you are at the least report of war;
and then, if any harm is done to you, to whom will
you have recourse, living in that petty Hamlet where
you are? You have no Captain there who will take
you under his protection, and cause right to be done
you; there is no one to keep the young men within
bounds; if cornis lacking to you, who will give orders
to provide you with it? for your Village is not capable
of furnishing you with a sufficiency of it, and how
much trouble it would be to go yourselves in search
of it [169] elsewhere. On the other hand, if you
were with us, you would lack for nothing; as we shall
have asked you to come with us, so we shall be
obliged to support you; and, in case they should be
lax in furnishing you your provisions, I give you my



